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The Cover Illustration: The "G" page from Frederic W. Goudy's The Alphabet, 1936.
Goudy used a whole 9%" x 12Y2," page in The Alphabet to illustrate each of its
characters. Not only does this page seem appropriate as the designer's initial, it shows a
Latin letterform with the most interesting lowercase. These fIfteen g's show not only the
wide variety of its forms but how the Goudy style is distinguishable even in designs of
widely differing style.
Openfor Research.
Notes on Collections
The Dewitt Family Papers, 1768-1850, now ready for research use in
the Manuscripts Department, are a valuable addition to the Library's local
history collections. The papers consist of correspondence, financial and legal
records, surveying records, writings and memorabilia. The records of Moses
Dewitt, an important figure in the early history of Onondaga County,
account for eighty per cent of the collection; DeWitt Clinton, Simeon Dewitt
and General James Clinton also are represented, as are the Clinton,
Cuddeback, Hardenburgh, Rossa, Burnet and DePuy related families. Other
non-related prominent figures in the history of the area are represented in the
correspondence, among them Peter Schuyler, Stephen Van Rensselaer, Joseph
Annin, Comfort Tyler, Asa Danforth, Samuel Kirkland, John Lincklaen and
Peter Smith. Among topics discussed in the correspondence are the Iroquois
League, the building of the Erie Canal, and the American Revolution.
Journals and field books among Moses Dewitt's surveying records show
the progress and daily activities of Dewitt and his associates as they surveyed
parts of Chemung, Cayuga, Onondaga and Oswego counties, twenty-five
townships in the Military Tract and the New York-Pennsylvania boundary.
They reveal the location of landmarks, boundaries, measurements, lot
locations and geographical features. Journals, of a small size and containing
brief entries, record Moses Dewitt's experiences on a number of short trips
and his activities during part of 1815.
The papers of Dr. Benjamin Spock date from 1925 to 1968 and relate
to both his personal life and his varying careers as pediatrician, educator and
political activist. His involvement in politics is evident chiefly through papers
concerning the National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy (SANE), of
which he was a national co-chairman. Correspondence arising from his
medical work has to do with child health and rearing problems, requests to
write for publication, speaking engagements and travel arrangements.
Correspondence with such nationally prominent persons as Norman
Cousins, Taylor Caldwell, J. William Fulbright, Vance Hartke, Hubert
Humphrey, Homer A. Jack, Robert Kennedy, George McGovern, A. J. Muste,
Walter Reuther, Sargent Shriver, Linus Pauling, Norman Thomas, Lyndon B.
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Johnson and Stephen A. Young includes as topics of discussion the Vietnam
peace movement, nuclear disarmament, state and national politics, the
Democratic Party, international relations, education and civil rights.
Dr. Spock's writings form the largest segment of the collection and
include articles, books and speeches in various stages of completion, from
drafts to published volumes. The speeches are devoted for the most part to
political topics, including the Vietnam war, disarmament and the cold war.
The collection includes many 'autographed and inscribed presentation copies
of published works, those of both Dr. Spock and other writers.
The correspondence of Alphonse'de Lamartine (1790-1869), French
poet, historian and politician, dates from 1829 to 1867 and concerns his
personal, literary and political affairs. Lamartine's earliest career was that of
poet. He won the name and popularity through publication of his first book,
Meditations, in 1820, followed it with Nouvelles Meditations in 1823, and
was elected to the Academie Fran~aise in 1829. He became a member of the
National Assembly of France in 1833 and during the revolution of 1848 was
foreign minister of the provisional government and one of five members of
the Executive Committee. He continued writing and in 1847 published his
Histoire des Girondins. By 1849 he had given up political life entirely; he
continued to write, producing several other histories and a special edition of
his collected works.
The majority of the letters are from Lamartine to his niece, Valentine
de Cessiat, to whom he wrote freely and often concerning the above matters.
Approximately twenty are addressed to persons outside the family. Three of
the letters are to Lamartine from his niece, and twelve were written by
Madame de Lamartine to her physician.
The LeRoi Jones Papers, 1957-1965, comprise correspondence,
writings and memorabilia of the American poet, playwright and black
separatist leader, and the records of Yugen; a magazine of poetry edited by
Jones in the East Village of New York City, where he was associated with the
so-called "Beat Generation" in the late fifties and early sixties.
The major portion of the collection is made up of Jones' writings and
includes drafts, revisions and other typescript forms of his books: The System
of Dante's Hell and Blues People: Negro Music in White America, four plays,
poems, a short story, book and music reviews, articles and essays. The Yugen
magazine records include manuscripts of verse, short stories and articles by a
number of the most prominent writers of the particular literary coterie with
which Jones was associated, including Diane DiPrima, Allen Ginsberg, Jack
Kerouac, Walter Lowenfels, Michael McClure, William Carlos Williams and
many others.
An addition to Civil War papers recently prepared for research use is a
collection of a hundred letters, a diary and a few pieces of memorabilia of
Samuel B. Massa, paymaster in the United States Navy throughout the war.
During 1862 Massa was paymaster's clerk aboard the Cayuga, which was
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active in the taking of New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Donaldsville on the
lower Mississippi River. In 1863 he became paymaster of the steamsloop
Pensacola, also stationed in Mississippi, and the following year moved to
Cairo, Illinois, as paymaster on the fleet receiving ship Great Western,
remaining in Cairo until 1865 when he was transferred to the Boston Navy
Yard. Massa's letters to members of his family are fIlled with detail about
naval battles, life in the Navy, and social conditions he encountered in
occupied Southern territory; the diary includes vivid descriptions of life on
board ship and the Battle of New Orleans in 1862. Both diary and letters bear
skilfully drawn maps and pencil sketches of fortifications and gunboats.
Among recently acquired books in the Rare Book Department are one
sixteenth-century, two seventeenth-century and two eighteenth-century
volumes, two in Latin, two in German and one translated from the Greek.
They are
Des Blutigen Schau-Platzes oder Martyrer-Spiegels der Tauffs-
Gesinnten. (Concerning the cruel treatment of the Mennonite martyrs.)
Ephrata, Pennsylvania, Drucks and Verlags, 1749. Two volumes in one, in
original leather-covered wooden boards with brass corners and clasps.
Publii Terentii Afri Comoediae. The Comedies of Terence. Birmingham,
John Baskerville, 1772. In contemporary gold-tooled red morocco binding.
Eusebius Pamphili, Bishop of Caesarea, The Ancient Ecclesiastical!
Histories of the First Six Hundred Yeares after Christ, Written in the Greek
Tongue by three learned Historiographers, Eusebius, Socrates and Evagrius
... together with Eusebius' Life ofConstantine and Constantine's Oration to
the Clergy. Translated by Meredith Hammer. London, Printed by George
Miller, 1636. 4th edition.
Marchett, Caspar, Anmerckung und Natu.rliche Gedancken/nebest
Astrologischen Muthmassungen Von dem 1m ablauffenden 1652sten Jahre
Auf Cometen-Art/Wiewol tunckel und Kurtz-erschienen Neben Stern, auff
guter Freunde Ansuchen den curieusen Nachfragern zu dienst und gefallen
abgefasset und ausgegeben. (Notes and natural thoughts with astrological
conjectures of the period of time during the year 1652. Concerning the
behavior of comets as well as meteorites and recently appearing new stars,
written at the behest of good friends to serve and to please the curious.)
Stralsund, Michael Meder, 1653.
Pribicero, Iacobo, De Cometa dui sub Finem Anni a Nato Christo,
1577, conspectus est . .. (Concerning two comets which were seen toward
the end of the year of our Lord 1577.) Novisolii, Christophorus Sculteti,
1578.
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News ofthe Library and Library
Associates
Executive Committee Meetings, January 26 and February 17, 1972
At a meeting of the Library Associates Executive Committee on
January 26, Chancellor Melvin A. Eggers introduced Vice President Alexander
N. Charters and announced the appointment of Dr. Charters as the
representative of Library Associates to the Chancellor's office. Dr. Charters
will work with the Board of Trustees of Library Associates in carrying
forward the programs of the organization.
Chairman Benjamin J. Lake appointed Mr. David A. Fraser as
c<Tchairman of the Finance Committee with Mr. Warren B. Murphy.
The Executive Committee voted to submit to the Board of Trustees a
motion to revise the Constitution to permit the expenditure of funds at the
discretion of the Board of Trustees.
The Committee voted the appointment of Miss Arsine Schmavonian as
editor of The Courier and approved a suggestion of the Editorial Board that
the July and October 1972 issues of The Courier be combined to form a
special double Library Dedication issue to be published in September.
At the February meeting of the Executive Committee, total contribu-
tions received from donors between July 1, 1971 and February 17, 1972
were announced in the sum of $4,185, with income from The Courier and
other publications for the same period noted at $1,634.
Chairman Lake announced with regret the resignation of Mrs. William
L. Broad as chairman of the Membership Committee. The Executive
Committee expressed the hope that Mrs. Broad will continue to lend her
presence and her ability to the affairs of the Board of Trustees.
The Committee continued discus&ions begun previously on plans for a
membership drive and for the dedication program of the Bird Library.
Dedication of the Ernest S. Bird Library
Ceremonies marking the dedication of the Bird Library have been
scheduled for September 15, 1972, according to Mr. Warren N. Boes, Director
of Libraries. Library Associates will be involved in the program in a number
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of ways and plans are being formed for special Library Associates events,
including participation in the dedication luncheon, a symposium and a
Library Associates dinner to be held in the new library building. Chancellor
Eggers discussed preliminary plans for the dedication with the Executive
Committee at its January meeting and the Committee voiced approval of the
general sequence of events for the program.
Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of Library Associates will be held on May 5, 1972,
at the University Club in Syracuse. Following a business meeting, members
will tour the Bird Library with Mr. Boes and a member of the firm of King
and King, architects of the building, as guides. Luncheon will be served
following the tour and an opportunity for questions and answers relating to
the new library will be provided.
Special Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Mayfield Announced
Mr. John S. Mayfield announced to the Executive Committee at its
February meeting that he and Mrs. Mayfield will contribute all royalties from
his forthcoming book, Swinburniana, to Library Associates. The Executive
Committee expressed enthusiastic appreciation of this most thoughtful,
generous and fitting gift. It is expected that Swinburniana will be published
within a year.
Syracuse Area Special Events
Three more of the special events of 1971-1972 planned for Syracuse
area Library Associates and their friends have been held since publication of
the last issue of The Courier.
On January 30 Mr. Walter Welch, director of Syracuse University Audio
Archives and Pre-recording Laboratory, presented a "Talk and Sound
Demonstration" on the premises of the Archives and Laboratory in the
Library Annex. Mrs. Arpena Mesrobian, associate director and editor of
Syracuse University Press, spoke on the topic, "What Is a University Press?"
on February 27 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Warren Boes. The artist Winslow
Homer and his work were the topic of Mr. David Tatham, Dean of Student
Services and Activities, on March 19 in Carnegie Library. Mr. Welch's "Talk
and Sound Demonstration" was rescheduled by popular demand for April 21
in Huntington B. Crouse Hall.
The small informal gatherings have been well attended and have
generated interest and discussion among local members. Those who have been
present have indicated a hope that something of the same nature may be
planned for the 1972-1973 season.
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Volume IX, No.4 and Volume X,
No.1 ofThe Courier, which normally
would appear in July and October
1972 respectively, will be combined
into a special double Dedication Issue
to be published in September in
conjunction with the dedication of the
Ernest S. Bird Library on September
15, 1972.
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